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RECENT HISTORICAL BOOKS REVIEWED. 

DECISIVE DATES IN ILLINOIS HISTORY, BT 
MISS LOTTIE E. JONES. 

This handsome volume, issued in October (1909), by 
the Illinois Printing Co., of Danville, HI., is stated by its 
title page to be "A story of the State, told in a record 
of events which have determined ,the history of Illinois 
and of the nation." The " story" is told in installments, 
relating the evolution of the state from its beginning to 
the Douglas-Lincoln debates, in 1858. The momentous 
" dates," or rather, the dates of momentous events, desig- 
nated by the author as having decisively influenced the 
destinies of Illinois, are five in number. The first is its 
discovery, in 1763, and subsequent occupancy by the 
French. The second, "The Silver Covenant Chain," 
1759, and including "The Story of Pontiac, End of the 
Period of Romance," terminating with the close of 
British dominion. The third decisive period begins with 
1778, the conquest of the Northwest, the heroic exploits 
of Col. George Rogers Clark, expulsion of the British, 
and territorial organization. The fourth, 1818, deals 
with the state's admission into the Union and extension 
of its northern boundary, its development and pioneey 
life ; and the fifth date, 1824, covers the decisive defeat of 
the scheme to amend the constitution, thereby rescuing 
the state from the machinations of ,the slavery propa- 
ganda, and consecrating it for all future time to freedom 
and human liberty. 
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The effects and influence following those unquestion- 
ably decisive events, the progress of the country, and the 
social and political condition from the one to the next 
are fully portrayed by the author, well preserving and 
presenting the continuous narrative of the state's his- 
tory. There is much to commend in this method of writ- 
ing history in detail or sections, as the result in each di- 
vision is apt to be more specially accurate, and perhaps 
more exhaustive, thus affording ready and authentic ma- 
terial for more elaborate and comprehensive works in the 
same field. Miss Jones is the author of a work published 
some time before, entitled "Library Method Applied to 
State History." She is a graceful, cultured writer, evi- 
dently devoted with earnest enthusiasm to historical 
studies. Her "Decisive Dates, " a volume of 276 pages, 
is illustrated with thirty portraits and views of noted 
objects; is finely printed, with embellished binding, and 
is altogether a highly creditable, and needed narration 
of the most important and eventful annals of our State. 

STEPHEN A. DOUGLAS; HIS LIFE, PUBLIC SER- 
VICES, SPEECHES AND PATRIOTISM, BY 

CLARK E. CARR LL. D. 

A. O. McClurg & Co., Publishers, 1909 

It would seem that the lofty prominence of Senator 
Douglas - so long and conspicuously a resplendent figure 
of popular admiration and adulation, as well as of criti- 
cism and censure ; whose every act and opinion has been 
so repeatedly and universally discussed and scrutinized 
as to have become as familiar as household words ; whose 
public career and private life have apparently exhausted 
the biographer's skill and resources to the point that 
there can be nothing new said or written about him. But 
there are some grand old stories, from the birth in the 
manger to the extinction of slavery in this country, that 
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